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The ILRI Data Portal makes ILRI’s open access datasets 
globally available. The platform is also the main access 
point for data from the CGIAR Research Program on 
Livestock and Fish (CRP) and hosts data for other CGIAR 
research programs and centres as part of our cross-centre 
collaboration.
Data across ILRI and our partners are added to database 
servers, together with detailed metadata (DDI standard) 
and from there are then published to the Data Portal.
Open Source
•	 The Data Portal is a Comprehensive Knowledge 
Archive Network (CKAN) web-based open source 
platform providing interoperability with other open 
source systems.
Searching the data
•	 Datasets are linked to CRPs, regions and countries, 
species and other tags added by publishers making it 
easy to find the data you are looking for.
•	 The data may also be directly linked to related docu-
ments – both within the portal (e.g. survey tool) and 
externally (e.g. publications - https://cgspace.cgiar.
org/).
Downloading the data
•	 Data can be downloaded in common formats to 
simplify presentation, analysis and further data man-
agement.
•	 For users with limited internet connectivity data can 
be downloaded in small segments.
Linked data
•	 The Data Portal can be linked to other Open Data 
initiatives to increase the exposure and accessibility of 
our datasets.
•	 We are linked to OpenAfrica (http://africaopendata.
org/) so users of this portal easily find ILRI data.
Data availability
•	 Data made available through the portal are licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommer-
cial-Share Alike 3.0 Unported License. 
•	 Their availability is subject to the legal rights and 
legitimate interests of stakeholders and third parties, 
including intellectual property rights, confidentiality, 
sensitivity, farmers’ rights and privacy. 
•	 Any data that may be accessed directly through the 
portal are anonymized and/or summarized.
•	 Access is controlled via metadata elements associated 
with each dataset (the padlock symbol below indicates 
that access to these data is controlled via an off-line 
application and non-disclosure form of agreement).
Future plans
•	 Virtualization using maps and in-built analysis (graphs 
and tables).
•	 Cross-dataset analyses and summaries of key ILRI 
indicators.
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•	 Manage and update your own user account informa-
tion.
•	 Manage and save queries you have created for use 
during subsequent sessions.
How it works    
•	 Cataloguing of metadata is done in the Arc Catalogue 
or in the edit window in the geoportal.
•	 The metadata is then published directly from Arc 
Catalogue by use of publish client plug-in or directly 
added from the geoportal.
•	 The actual data is published in the Geoserver (http://
data.ilri.org:8080/geoserver/web/) and the data link is 
published in the geoportal.
•	 Users search for data using various keywords and the 
available results are displayed.
•	 Data preview.
•	 Downloading-the data are first published in the Ge-
oserver, which runs in the background and linked up 
in the geoportal for download.
Spatial data
ILRI’s GIS Portal provides access to web-based geospa-
tial information and information services. ILRI has a rich 
source of spatial data and the geoportal enables us to 
make ILRI and other publicly available geospatial informa-
tion and services discoverable, viewable and accessible by 
others.
The metadata descriptions provide the information you 
need to access items and services for use within other 
systems or mapping applications. 
This service allows one to catalogue spatial data in a cen-
tral repository where the data can be accessed by public 
or private users. Visitors to the geoportal can search and 
access these resources and when granted permission, they 
can also add new geospatial resources.
Geoportal allows you to:
•	 Discover geospatial information resources.
•	 View details about each resource, including how to 
obtain it for your own use.
•	 Immediately view Live Data and Map resources you 
have discovered.
•	 Create, upload and manage metadata that references 
geospatial data items and services your organization 
has produced. 
